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WMAS drops disco for album rock format

By RUTH DANCKERT
Union Staff

WMAS-FM, a 1,000-watt Springfield radio station
that has probably seen more format changes in the
last 10 years than any other station in the market,
has changed again, from all-disco to “light album
rock.”

The format is a a mixiure of *60s and '70s album

g music that could also be
called “mellow rock.”
The changeover was
made Jan. 1.

In the process of mak-
ing staff changes, WMAS
has raided WHYN radio
of a number of employ-
ees, including, within the
past week, three of the
oldest radio names in the
' . Springfield market —
DRUMHELLER 1OTing newsman Ron

Russell, morning FM an-
nouncer Frank Knight, and general manager Phil
Drumheller who will become general manager at
WMAS. Drumheller was known to radio listeners
of the 60s as disc jockey Phil Dee.

Mike Adams, program director at WMAS,
moved from WHYN — he was the afternoon AM
announcer — six months ago and Michelle Benja-
min moved from WHYN’s news operation three
weeks ago.

The station has also applied for an increase to
50,000 watts. If approved by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, the increase would give
WMAS-FM a signal equal to WHYN-FM, which
emanates from the top of Mount Tom.

For nearly 20 years WHYN-AM and FM held
the No. 1 and No. 2 spots in Springfield radio rat-
ings. But two things have happened.

WAQY-FM has made a sizable dent in WHYN-
AM’s teen-age market, whether from its youth-
oriented rock format, its personalities or from
heavy and ongoing give-aways. In the spring 1979
‘ratings, the most recent, WAQY drew the highest
number of teenage listeners.

Football helps CBS lead ratmgs

NEW YCRK (AP) — A full two-thirds of the
television audience Sunday evening watched Super
Bowl XIV on CBS, and more than half stayed
around for the post-game program and *“60 Min-
utes,” next in line, figures from the A.C. Nielsen
Co. show.

‘The extraordinary, though hardly surprising, au-
dience helped CBS to first place in the networks’
prime-time ratings race for the fifth week in a row,
and drew the challenger even with ABC in the
ratings for the season so far. )

The rating for the Super Bowl game — kickoff
was an hour before the 7 p.m. EST start of prime-
time — was 46.3. Nielsen says that means of all the
country’s TV-equipped hemes, 46.3 percent were
tuned in for at least part of the game between the
Pittsburgh Steelers and the Los Angeles Rams.

Of sets in use during the game, 67 percent were
tuned to CBS.

In addition to the three highest-rated programs
in the week ending Jan. 20, CBS listed three others
in the Top 10, and compiled a rating for the period

of 22.5. ABC was second at 20.2, and NBC third at

16.2.
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Dance guild

auditions

Auditions will be held .
Feb. 10 at 1:30 p.m. at
the Dance Center in,
Springfield for a new.
company, the New En-
gland Dance Guild.
Dancers aspiring to
professional careers as

performers, teachers-
Amusement or choreographers will
ch both classical
and contemporary cho-
phers, according
to artistic director:
In addition, WHYN Radio was sold last fall to Dolly Hicks
Affiliated Broadcasting Inc. of Boston, a subsidi- Thosewxshmgtoau-
ary of the Boston Globe. The sale requires FCC dition should contact,
approval and in the interim the station is in a kind Miss Hicks before Feb..
of limbo. The current management is restrained 10 by calling 734-3701 or
from making any changes and the new owners, Union Phatos by Benny Bak 733-4524. .
gb"i;ﬂ' cannot make changes until the sale is  Apnoyncer Frank Knight, left, and newsman Ron Russell are the two most recent )
pproved. WHYN staffers hired by WMAS radio as part of a format change to light rock. OBERT
WMAS’ change from disco (nickname: Disco REDFORD )

95) to light album rock (The New 95) is at least the
station’s seventh in the past 10 years. In the late
’60s and early '70s, under the call letters WHVY,
WMAS-FM was the first heavy progressive station
in the area. It has travelled the musical spectrum,
from progressive to middle-of-theroad to
progressive to rock to mellow (soft rock) to all-
disco in November 1978. -

The all-disco format had worked wonders in
other markets, especially for New York City’s 20th
ranked WKTU, which adopted an all-disco format
in July 1978 and within six months had skyrocket—
ed to become the city’s No. 1 station.

But Springfield didn’t take to all-disco.

The disco format at WMAS “was an attempt to
gain ratings,” said Mike Adams, WMAS program
director, “and what we found was that disco was
eltherahypedhoaxorapassingfad Disco is a
nightlife artform. It’s a lifestyle, but it doesn’t
work on radio. People just.can’t take 130 beats a
minute, 24 hours a day.”

Adamsdescribes the new format as “rock music
witheut the bubblegum, without being yelled at or
Gary Goodvoiced to death.”

The new format is a mixture of successful
album rock, music like soft Beatles, the Eagles,
the Doobie Brothers what Adams calls “rea-
sonable p

“People don’t want to hear Led Zeppelin at 7 in
the morning, so we'll play soft Beatles in the morn-
ing and Led Zeppelin at night,” Adams said.

“We're out to fill a big void in the Springfield FM
radio.market,”” Adams said. ““At one end of the FM
band you’re put to sleep (WHYN-FM) and at the
other end you are screamed at (WAQY FM). We
want to hit the middle.”

Adams said that prime market for the new for-
mat is 25- to 34-year-olds, mature 18- to 24-year-
olds and musically liberal people over 35.

Interestingly, all-disco wasn’t all that successful
in New-York City either.

According to WKTU general manager David Ra-
paport the station ‘““rade.some -revisions” and
adopted a “progressive urban contémporary” for-
mat. Even Rapaport doesn’t know what “progress-
ive urban contemporary” means except that his
station plays “all kinds of musxe thh a New York
apmal »

“The typical disco dancebeat'!s very t‘atlgmng
and we just copied what was going on in the disco-
theques where they slow the beat somewhat.”

WKTU has dropped from the top-ranked spot toa
No. 2, sbllafarcryfromlfsNo 20 rank of two

It was not a particularly good week for specials.
NBC’s recently condemned “Shirley” was No. 60,
followed by “The Adventures of the Wﬂdemess
Family” on ABC, NBC’s “Prime Time Saturday,”
a movie, “The Late Show,” on NBC, and GBS’
‘“‘Beatrice Arthur Special.”

Here are the week’s 10 highest rated shows: - years ago.

1. Superbow! X1V, with-a rating of 46.3 represent- WMAS’ format is still in the rough stages and
ing 35.3 million homes, 2. Superbowl XIV post- - -

-Channel 40’s polka show.

could conceivably be'changed under Drumbheller’s
management.

Frank Knight has been in Western Massachu-
setts since 1948 and has worked at WARE in Ware,
WTXL (now WNUS) in'West Springfield, WCCC in
Hartford, and four years at Channel 22 where he
did, among other things, an hour-long live polka
show from the Cavalier Restaurant in Chicopee.
He has been morning announcer at WHYN-FM for
the past 13 years and hosted nearly 10 years of

JANE
FONDA

Ron Russell, radio news director at WHYN, has
been at WHYN for 13 years, coming to Springfield
from Waterbury, Vt.

Phil Drumheller began as a dlsc jockey in the
mid ’50s, while he was still in high school working
at WEDK, the radio station at then Trade High
School, and at WJIKO in East Longmeadow, now
WIXY. He moved to WPTR in Albany and putin a
stint at WDEW (now WLDM) before moving to
WHYN in the early '60s.

There has been little gossip in Springfield radio
circles about what to expect when Affiliated
Broadcasting takes over WHYN AM and FM ex-
cept announced plans to move the radio operation
from the Liberty Street studios, possibly to a down-
town location.
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million, CBS; 6. “Taxi,” 27.8or 21.2 million, and 7.
“Fantasy Island,”” 27.3 or 20.8 million, both ABC? 8.
“Dallas,” 27.2 or 20.7 million, CBS; 8. “Love
Boat,” 26.1 or 19.9 million, ABC, and 16. “Dukes of
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Hazzard,” 25.7 or 19.6 million, CBS.

The next 10 shows: - ff. TONIGHT “A
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ABC, tie; “Real People,” NBC, and “If
Were Different,” CBS, tie, and “Mork and Mindy™
and “Benson,” both ABC.

The networks say that means in an average L EG you ocquainted.
prime-time minute during the week, 22.5 t of §733-3273 - 'Aigsr
the homes in the county :v‘;vth teleVISI:)ll-lcexe:e ] ﬁl NG 700 oool::oo-oots 24 |l RAMADA INN
alching G5, et o | [ERAGI I || notoms e || EE
LocalH Cf(iﬂ;gge, Pro B b 1] 1ok (200 945 e ungaL $;- s},’?ﬁ;‘; (P Wod. Wt 1:30)
...yow’ results — g .
on The Scoreboard! V ‘ . & %’ « -’Tc:_ﬁfsssss ACCEPTED] .
» L)1 AWONDROUS: ANIMATIO! "
nde L) . || SPECTACLE ABLAZE WIT “’“‘““"‘s
VBT GAWAH AD 130-5 30 -
. ® k SUFFIELD ST. <
. f o _ I in
[ T BESTACTD : .- llE“-coolEY o Aupr\laé\;iissm
e JiFy" Ei ;,;“—F———ﬁ Igﬁt;; ‘ The )ER)( = §
RS “GOING ___ ART
1:1 '. B B iNSTYLE" CARNEY
12 8 S GEORGE
9:3 260 PG <= BURNS
§ — 138583
NOMINATED FOR 1

- MGHTLY O STAGE

BUY Ti¥ DY DHONE & CHARGE 0 MasCR CREOIT £aRDS
© 1221256 MATTSORD e, 823 8237085TUINDSCE TE, S8 (631 SPRINCFIELL
. ned OEMANCES NIGHTLY €XCEPY MONEAYS EPOUP BATE WAL ABLE

WEEKDAY
_ MATINEES |

AT

en D O

ZOT0 MMZodPE MAMEOROO, MZ O,

g!?’.'.“
o83
.

TOP M.

2000 years ago
on a hilllop near

" Jerusalem a man
was brutally whip-
ped, repeatedly

- tortured and
finally crucified.
His name was
-Jesus i
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